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ABSTRACT

Critical Reflection on Moon Adminigration’s Higher Education
Regructuring & Funding Policy

Kiyong Byun (Korea University)
Inyoung Song (Korea University)

The purpose of this study isto criticaly reflect on whether the higher education(HE) restructuring
& funding policy proposed by the Moon administration can properly tackle the structura problems
confronting Korean HE system. The three mgjor structural problems having entrenched during the
rapid expanson of Korean HE system since 1945 can be identified as (1) a ‘high cost - low
efficiency system’ based heavily on 4-year private univerdties, (2) lack of clear digtinction of the
roles and connection among different types of higher educaion inditutions(HEls), and (3)
provider-oriented education system and culture seemingly still being widespread at Korean HEIs.
This study andyzed the vaidity of Moon Adminigtration’s HE restructuring and funding policy
from both a macro- and micro-perspective. From a macro-perspective, this study raised concerns
regarding the projects to nurture a nationa university and a government-dependent private
university which will require huge public money. In terms of both the feasibility to secure enough
funds and the vaidity of the proposed policy measures in the existence of unclear roles between
public and private HEIs in Koreg, this study criticized these policies and proposed, as an dternaive
policy measure, alow-cost and flexibly operated HEI s such as a government-dependent polytechnic,
and a measure to increase connection between different types of HEIS. From a micro perspective,
this study suggested, based on ‘the expanded principa-agent theory (Waterman & Meier, 1998)’,
that it would be consdered to introduce a more flexible approach in designing the leve of
government intervention depending upon the maturity of quality assurance procedure at individua
universitiesand the level of god conflicts between government and individua university.

Key words : Moon administration, Higher education, University Restructuring Policy, Higher
Education Funding and Evaluation, Principa-Agent Theory



