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[Abstract]

Choi Seo—hae’s Romantic Passion and Self-liberal Writing

Lee, Hyeong—Jin

This article began by exploring what the romantic passion and romantic
subjectivity of Choi Seo—hae literature aim for. The romantic passion and
romantic subjectivity that flowed through Choi Seo—hae’s literature were the
driving force to establish a complete subject without subordinating one’s will
to other wills such as unreasonable institutions. In this process, Choi Seo—
hae reappropriated literature as a window to express his passion and belief.
Reappropriated literature is not reduced to the political ideology of class and
ethnicity, or the essence of art, which is content and form. For Choi Seo-
hae, literature was signified as being related to the life and personality of
the narrative subject. Therefore, Choi Seo-hae’s life and personality were
recognized as the basis for determining the perfection of literature. The subject
seeks changes in literature, and life and personality, the basis of literature,
trigger the transition of subjectivity in the course of practice of such a
subject. In the midst of this mutual change, Choi Seo—hae’s writing can be
said to be a companion that helps him to recognize and overcome the
conventions and irrational systems that are fetters in realizing his ideals and
aspirations. As a result, for Choi Seo—hae, literature is a powerful means of
self-liberation and a purpose for self-expression. This can be called self-
liberating writing, Self-liberation writing can be said to be writing that reveals
self-narrative through literature even in the arena of literary competition
where political ideology prevails, and seeks to fulfill the subject in order to

be liberated from oppressive social systems and conventions in the process.

Key words: Self—liberation, self—liberating writing, Choi Seo—hae,
romantic passion, romantic subjectivity, self—expression



