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[Abstract]

The Characteristics and the Narrative Meaning of The

Female Characters in 2000’s Sports Films
- Focusing on <Lifting Kingkong)

Im, Jeong—Sig

The female characters in the sports films before 2000 played submissive
supporting or minor roles. Most of them were sacrificial roles to highlight
the male heroes. Since 2000, the female characters in the sports films
have played the independent free—spirited heroines who have made their
ways through adventures and challenges. They have saved and helped
the male characters in the middle of frustration, and finally led the
males to mental rebirth. The female characters in 2000 sports films are
characterized by 1) the appearance of national leading heroines, 2)
female teenage athletes, 3) active supporters.

In the film (Lifting Kingkong>, Youngja, the complex character of the
heroine and supporter, is a symbolic female character. Most of the female
characters of 2000 sports films are orphans born of poor family and
suffer from injury and class segregation. In face of this social prejudice,
they fight and overcome the hardships. Not all of them succeed in their
struggle but, at least, achieve inner maturity and spiritual rebirth. It is
noteworthy to observe the change of the female role in 2000 sports films
as the savior of the male characters. To sum up, <Lifting Kingkong)
narrates the life of a heroic heroine.

Key words: sports films, female character, epic hero, supporter,
<Lifting Kingkong>



