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[Abstract]

Violence and Ethics of Flannery O’Connor

Won, Chul

A number of studies on Flannery O’'Connor have claimed that
violence in her works leads characters to redemption. But how the two
contradictory themes are combined is a complex issue which still remains
controversial. The present paper puts its focus on revealing the ethical
significance in O’Connor’s grotesque figures and representations of
violence. In Wise Blood, economy of commodities stands at odds with
divine order, and the opposition brings a hint of the possibility of ethical
awakening. “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” converges violence and faith
into responsibility to the others in a family murder case. “Revelation”
draws Job’s ordeal in Old Testmament to modern world and reflects on
its societal implications of Christianity in American South. In these three
works, grotesque imagery and representations of violence provide a
standpoint with which we take an in—depth view of modern and common
value systems such as capitalim, science, and retributivism. It may therfore
highly probable that we can conjecture the ethical experience of the
figures, and readers as well. The constructs of these works lend the
stories converge violence and religion into ethics.

Key Words: violence, ethics, economy, redemption, capitalism,
science, Job, retributivism



