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<ABSTRACT>

The Story of High School Students who Experienced the
Free Semester System
"You told me to go to university...”

Cheong Moon Joo(Wonkwang University)
Baek Seung Hwan(HanYang University)
Choi Hyeon Hui(HanYang University)

Jo Jun Ho(Dongwon University)

This study aims to provide implications for domestic education policies and practices
by tracking down students who have experienced the free semester system. The goal is
to provide basic data for the implementation of the free school year. For this purpose,
it sampled students who experienced the free semester system on the 42 pilot schools
across the country in 2013. After sampling, each of the seven selected a total of 14
people, and four interviews conducted focus group interview. The results were as
follows. First, the free semester system provided the study participants with 'freedom
from the written examination’. However, the solution of educational inequality remained
questionable and exposed various problems such as ’free ride’ and 'no confidence in
assessment’ in the performance evaluation process. Second, through the free semester
system, the answer to whether the students were able to grow their dreams and talents
or were influenced by career choices was all 'no’. As a result, the free semester
system so far has been nothing more than a one-off program offered in a semester.
Nevertheless, various opinions and a comparison with the nation’s education system
that was previously implemented were also revealed. The last study that we saw may
be meaningful in that it provided an empirical basis for the need for linkage with higher
education and the need for changes in social awareness.

* Key words: free semester system, education policy, FGI, qualitative

research, 8 years of research, education system



