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UNESCO Education

United Nations |
Educational, Scientfic and *
‘Cultural Crganzzation

UNESCO » Education
In Focus Articles

Malala: Symbolizing the right
of girls to education

Fighting Islamophobia in
schools

Online materials
Publications

Newsletters

Evaluation reports

Statistics

Interviews

Video Archives

Standards and Norms

Natural Sciences

Themes

Social and Human Sciences Culture

‘Worldwide

Events  Nelworks  Partners

EDUCATION

UNESCO Portal to Recognized Higher
Educatlon Instltutlons

This portal offers access to on-ine information on
higher education institutions recognized or
othenvise sanctioned by competent authorities in
participaling countries

It provides students, employers and ofher interested
parties with access to authoritative and up-to-date
information on the status of higher education
institutions and quality assurance in these countries

The country information on this portal is managed
and updated by relevant authorities in participating countries. More information on the
national processes for recognizing or otnerwise sanctioning institutions is availabie on
the couniry pages.

Users are encouraged to consult several sources of infermation before making
important decisions regarding matters such as the choice of an institution, course of
study or the status of qualifications. Individuals wishing to have their

Communication and Information

Media Services

a A+ SR

N RELATED INFORMATION

ABOUTUS

» Mission

» The Programme.
» Contacts

RESOURCES
» Pholo Gallery
» How o Participate

RELATED THEMES
+ Higher Education

b ICTs in Education

+ Quality assurance

+ Recognition

recognized for work o further study are advised to consult the competent authorities of
the country in which they are seeking to have their qualifications recognised. It is alse
impartant to note that some institutions not on the national lists may offer quality
programmes. Users are encouraged 1o contact the national contact point(s) for each
country, if necessary, for furiher information

List of Countries

« Allica

= Arab States

+ Asia and the Paciic

« Europe and North America

« Latin America and the Caribbean

(22 2) UNESCO Higher Education Portal

(http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/resources/unesco—portal-to%s20-recognized-higher—educa
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1976 International Convention on the Recognition of --:in the Arab and

European States bordering on the Mediterranean

UNESCO Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and
1979 Degrees concerning Higher Education in the States belonging to the
Europe Region

National Academic Recognition Information Centres (The NARIC

1984 .
Network), European Commission
UNESCO Recommendation on the Recognition of Studies and
1993 o e .
Qualifications in Higher Education
1994 The European Network of National Information Centres on academic

mobility and recognition (the ENIC Network)
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—2719] A3 715 A4 : Committee of the Convention on the Recognition
of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region, ~L

2]3L European Network of National Information Centres(3 ENIC©| A ¥ ¥
A759) gere),

- A3 M= 2= A Bt 71Ed dpel] iz dar, A1 A
A T AY 2 AHE o2 415 AE3E Recommendation on
International Access Qualifications (1999), Recommendation on Criteria
and Procedures for the Assessment of Foreign Qualifications (2001, 2010),
Code of Good Practice in the Provision of Transnational Education (2001,

2007), Recognition of Joint Degrees 2004
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o] olgglo} EELfoA 2010@7HA] FH F5e 35152 H(European
Higher Education Area) S¢S A= sk E=2uv A<A(Bologna
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1}. APARNET

O The Asia Pacific Academic Recognition Network (APARNET)-> 19831 A
2% UNESCO ©olexd  35uge AAJA AP eKHUNESCO
Regional Convention on the Recognition Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in
Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific)®] 3}l 3 HRAE
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HOME
About APARNET

Welcome to APARNET The Asia Pacific Academic Recognition
Network

APARNET listserv

Country reports:
information on
member states in
the Asia-Pacific
Discussion papers
Regional Convention
locuments &
publications
Activities & events

Regional recognition
conventions

Contact APARNET
Links
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APARNET was established to promote and facilitate discussion on qualifications recognition and related is
amongst the National Academic Recognition and Information Centres (NARICs) of the Asia-Pacific region.

Use of the APARNET listserv as an information-sharing forum has recently increased. Are the right people in
your organisation receiving this information? If not, sign uc for the APA T listser

Are you are seeking information on educational recognition or the educational systems of countries in the
region? These country repo

educational services or capac\ty hul\dmu” APARNET hos number ofmplca\ discu

If you are looking for documents or reports presented to the Nmth Session of the Reqlc»nal l.,c»mmmee which
was held in Seoul, Republic of Korea in May 2007, see Re i d

The development of this SJfP is a joint initiative between Ul
the Chair of the Regional Commities
Ec

(O 12) APARNET & H|O|R|(wwmwv.aparnet.org)
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— How does your country recognize foreign qualifications?

— Do you have criteria and procedures for the assessment and recognition of

foreign qualifications?

— What are the issues and challenges with regards to recognition of foreign

qualifications?

— What progress has been made in ratifying the revised Asia—Pacific Regional

Convention?

— What is your government’s view on the feasibility of a Global Convention?
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Asia—Pacific Regional Convention on the Recognition of
Qualifications in Higher Education

(Tokyo Convention)

Explanatory Remarks

Introduction

The six conventions on the recognition of higher education studies and
qualifications adopted under the aegis of UNESCO date from the late
seventies and early eighties. Six normative instruments to regulate mutual
recognition of higher education studies and degrees were adopted, starting
with the regional convention on the recognition of studies, diplomas and
degrees in higher education in Latin America and the Caribbean (June
19745). This was followed over the next ten years by five similar conventions
covering all regions of the world: the International Convention on the
Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in the
Arab and European States bordering on the Mediterranean (the Mediterranean
Convention) (1976), the Arab States (1978), Europe (1979), Africa (1981),
Asia and the Pacific (1983).

The Regional Convention on the Recognition ofStudies, Diplomas and
Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific was adopted at the
International Conference of States in Bangkok, Thailand on 16th December
1983. This convention desires to ensure that studies, diplomas, and degrees
in higher education are recognised as widely as possible, considering the
great diversity of education systems in the Asia—Pacific region and the
richness of its cultural, social, political, philosophical, religious and economic
backgrounds.
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The Member States of Asia—Pacific (48) including two Associate Members
have automatic rights to ratify and participate in the 1983 Convention. While
at present, Twenty (21)* countries have acceded to its ratification, other
Member States are waiting for its revision with less—prescriptive legal texts.

Since 1983, there have been some significant changes in higher education
which have included the exponential growth of both private and public
providers, increase of cross-border providers, information and communication
technology, the continued massification in higher education, which has
dramatically changed the governance and administration of higher education
institutions,the emergence of lifelong education, qualifications earned through
distance learning, a greater focus on quality assurance, the development of
national qualification frameworks, developing assessment tools to measure
learning outcomes, the need to build national capacity and sustainable
national higher education systems.

These factors have resulted in greaterpressure to ensure that qualifications
acquired in one country are recognised in other countries and hence the
need to ensure that these factors should be included and covered by the
reviewed conventions. To respond to these new changes in higher education
in the Asia-Pacific region, it was proposed to revise the 1983 Regional
Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas, Degrees in Higher
Education in Asia and the Pacific during the Ninth Regional Committee
Meeting held in Seoul, Korea in May 22-23, 2007.

The Revision Process

Further to the recommendations of the ninth Session of the regional
committee meeting, a review process and working party was convened and
led by a technical working group with the assistance of two consultants. The
revised Asia—Pacific Regional Convention aimed to: 1) faciltate the
establishment of mechanisms to recognise academic mobility as a major
strategy to promote mutual understandingand solidarity across Asia—Pacific 2)
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reinforce cultural identity to achieve fruitfulregional cooperation in higher
education; and 3) recognise the unique nature and diversity of academic
programmes offered in the various countries across the region and the
complexity of establishing comparability of competencies and qualifications in
order to promote lifelong learning.

At the 181% session of the UNESCO Executive Board (14-30 April 2009), the
revision process of the 1983 Regional Convention on the Recognition of
Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific
was discussed and approved. The draft of the Revised Regional Convention
was presented to the tenth Session of the Regional Committee which
approved the draft with minor amendments and a recommendation that the
Revised Regional Convention be forwarded to the UNESCO General
Conference in October 2009, where the final decision was made to convene,
during the 2010-2011 biennium, the International Conference of States
(Category ) with a view to examination and adoption of amendments to the
1983 Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and
Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific.

The Revised Convention

Asia—Pacific countries view the importance of integrating the following
elements/sections in the revisions: competencies of authorities, basic principles
related to assessment of qualifications, partial studies, and recognition of
qualifications held by refugees, displaced persons, and persons in similar
situation, information on assessment of higher education institutions and
programmes and implementation mechanisms. This revision will entail
transparency and the presence of reliable information on the recognition of
qualifications and quality assurance. It will also enable the region to
effectively respond to the impact of globalization on higher education in
Asia—Pacific.
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The revised Asia—Pacific Regional Convention is a legal framework which
provides general guidelines intended to facilitate the implementation of
regional  co-operation regarding recognition of higher education
qualificationsthrough national, bilateral, sub-regional and regional mechanisms
that are already in place or created for this purpose. It is envisaged that the
revised Asia-Pacific Regional Convention will be a dynamic tool which must
be adjusted regularly to the developments in higher education at both the
Asia—Pacific regional level as well as international levels.

Relationship of the Present Convention to the 1983 Regional Convention
Article X4 in the Revised Regional Convention defines the relationship
between this Convention and the previous UNESCO Convention on the
Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in
Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific (1983). The article underlines the
function of this Convention as a replacement Convention, in that any Party to
the present Convention ceases to apply the 1983 Convention mentioned in
this Article to which it is a Party, but only with regard to other Parties to the
present Convention. Parties shall still be bound by the 1983 Convention to
which they are a Party with regard to other Parties to the 1983 Convention,
but not to the present Convention. The instances of concrete application of
the 1983 Convention will thus be reduced as the number of Parties to the
present Convention increases. It is hoped that the present Convention will
eventually replace the 1983 Convention. In addition, the Parties to the present
Convention undertake to abstain from becoming Parties to the 1983
Convention.
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List of current signatories
States

China

Australia

Sri Lanka

Turkey

Democratic People's Republ
Republic of Korea

Nepal
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Asia—Pacific Regional
Convention on
the Recognition of
Qualifications
in Higher Education



PREAMBLE
The Parties to this Convention:

Guided by a common will to strengthen their geographical, cultural,
educational and economic ties;

Recalling that, as stated in the Constitution of UNESCO, "the purpose of the
Organization is to contribute to peace and security by promoting collaboration
among the nations through education, science, and culture"

Recognising the substantial diversity that exists within the education traditions,
systems and values in Asia—Pacific

Convinced that the diversity of the cultures and higher education systems
existing in Asia—Pacific constitutes an exceptional resource;

Committed to strengthening and extending collaboration among the Parties
with a view to making optimaluse of their human potential so as to
encourage the advancement of knowledge and to continually improve the
quality of higher education within Asia—Pacific

Desirous of enabling the peoples of Asia—Pacificto take full advantage of the
cultural resource by facilitating access for the nationals of each Party, in
particular its students and academics, to the educational resources of each
Party, with due regard to domestic regulation

Convinced that, within the framework of such collaboration, the recognition of
higher education qualificationswill facilitate international mobility of students
and academics;
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Mindful of the need to intensify cultural exchanges with a view tofacilitating
the economic, social, cultural and technological development, and the
promotion of peace in Asia—Pacific

Recalling that many Parties have concluded bilateral or sub-regional
agreements regarding the recognition of qualifications among themselves, but
desirous of strengthening such efforts by extending collaboration throughout
Asia—Pacific by means of this Convention;

Mindful that this Convention should also be considered in the context of the
UNESCO Recognition Conventions covering other Regions of the world, as
well as the 1993 UNESCO Recommendation on the Recognition of Studies
and Qualifications in Higher Education;

Conscious of the wide ranging changes in higher education in Asia—Pacific
since these Conventions were adopted, resulting in considerably increased
diversification within and among national education systems, and of the need
to adapt legal instruments and practice to reflect these developments;

Willing to engage in active international collaboration at the global level with
Parties to the other UNESCO Regional Conventions

Conscious of the need to find common solutions to practical challenges in
regard to the recognition of higher education qualifications, which will facilitate
mobility of students and academics in Asia—Pacific

Conscious of the need to improve current recognition practice and to make it
more transparent and better adapted to the current situation of higher
education in Asia—Pacific

Considering that the recognition by all the Parties of higher education
qualifications obtained in other Parties represents an important measure for
promoting academic mobility among the Parties;
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Desirous of ensuring the recognition as widely as possible of higher
education qualifications in order to promote lifelong education and the
democratisation of education in a manner suited to the cultural context of
each Party

Respectful of each Party’s right to create and grant a system for qualification,
and of the autonomy of its institutions

Have agreed as follows:
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SECTION I. DEFINITION OF TERMS

Article |

For the purposes of this Convention, the following definitions apply:

1983 Convention meansthe Regional Convention on the Recognition of
Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific;

Access (to higher education) means the right of qualified candidates to apply
and to be considered for admission to higher education;

Accreditation means a process of assessment and review that enables a
higher education programme or institution to be recognised or certified as
meeting appropriate standards;

Admission (to higher education institutions and programmes) means the act
of, or system for, allowing holders of qualifications to pursue studies in higher
education at a given institution and/or a given programme;

Assessment (of institutions or programmes) means the process for
establishing the educational quality of a higher education institution or
programmes;

Assessment (of individual qualifications) means the written appraisal or
evaluation of an individual's foreign qualifications by a competent recognition
authority;

Competent Recognition Authority means a governmental or non—-governmental
body officially charged with making decisions on the recognition of foreign
qualifications;
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Components of a Party means public entiies at the national, provincial,
federal or regional level;

General Requirements for Access (to Higher Education) mean conditions that
must in all cases be fulfilled for access to higher education

Higher Education means post-secondary education, training or research that
is recognised by the relevant authorities of a Party as belonging to its higher
education system

Higher Education Institution means an establishment providing higher
education;

Higher Education Programme means a programme of study recognised by the
relevant authorities of a Party as belonging to its higher education system,
and the completion of which provides the student with a higher education
qualification;

Higher Education Qualification means any degree, diploma or other certificate
issued by a higher education institution attesting the successful completion of
a higher education programme;

Mutatis Mutandis is alatin phrase meaning "with respective differences taken
into consideration”

Non-traditional Qualifications refer to qualifications obtained through modes
that do not necessarily meet the general requirements for higher education,
such as part time, mixed modes and non—-degree based programmes;

Partial Studies means any homogeneous part of a higher education
programme, while not a complete programme in itself, can be equated with a
significant acquisition of knowledge and skill;
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Qualification Giving Access to Higher Education means any qualification
issued by a relevant authorities attesting the successful completion of an
education programme and giving the holder of the qualification the right to be
considered for admission to higher education;

Quality Assurance means an on-going process of evaluating and enhancing
the quality of a higher education system, institution or programme to assure
stakeholders that acceptable standards are being maintained and enhanced;

Recognition of Prior Leaming means a process to formally acknowledge the
knowledge and skills a person has as a result of formal and/or non-formal
learning;

Recognition of Qualifications means a formal acknowledgment as defined and
given by the competent recognition authorities of a Party of the value of a
foreign educational qualification with a view to giving access to educational
and/or employment activities;

Secondary Education means that stage of studies of any kind which follows
primary, elementary, preparatory or intermediate or basic education and the
aims of which may include preparing students for higher education, leading to
a secondary school leaving certificate or enabling students to enrol in higher
education; and

Specific Requirements (for admission to higher education) means conditions
that must be fulfilled, in addition to the general requirements, in order to gain
admission to a particular higher education programme, or for the award of a
specific higher education qualification in a particular field of study.

SECTION Il. THE COMPETENCIES OF AUTHORITIES

Article 11.1

- 131 —



1. Where central authorities of a Party are competent to make decisions in
recognition matters, that Party shall immediately be bound by the
provisions of this Convention and shall take the measures necessary to
ensure the implementation of this Convention’s provisions within the
Party’s territory.

2. Where the competence to make decisions in recognition matters lies with
components of a Party, the Party shall furnish the depository with a brief
statement of its constitutional situation or structure at the time of signature
or when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, or any time thereafter. In such cases, the competent
recognition authorities of the components of the Party so designated shall
take measures necessary to ensure implementation of the provisions of
this Convention within the Party’s territory.

3. Where the competence to make decisions in recognition matters lies with
individual higher education institutons or other entities, each Party
according to its constitutional situation or structure, shall transmit the text
of this Convention to these institutions or entities and shall take all
possible steps to encourage the favourable consideration and application
of its provisions.

4. The provisions of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this article shall apply, mutatis
mutandis, to the obligations of the Parties under subsequent articles of
this Convention.

Article 11.2

At the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, or at any time thereafter, each Party shall
inform the depository of this Convention of the authorities that are competent
to make different categories of decisions in recognition matters.

Article 11.3
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Nothing in this Convention shall derogate from any more favourable
provisions concerning the recognition of higher education qualifications issued
in one of the Parties that are contained in or stem-from an existing or a
future treaty by which that Party is bound.

SECTION Ill. BASIC PRINCIPLES RELATED TO THE ASSESSMENT
OF QUALIFICATIONS

Article 1I1.1

1. Holders of qualifications issued in one of the Parties shall have adequate
access, upon request to the appropriate body, to an assessment of these
qualifications in a timely manner.

2. In order to assure this right for holders of qualifications, each Party
undertakes to make appropriate arrangements for the assessment of an
application for recognition of qualifications with the main focus on
knowledge and skills achieved.

Article 111.2

Each Party shall ensure that the procedures and criteria used in the
assessment and recognition of qualifications are transparent, coherent,
reliable, and fair and non-discriminatory.

Article 111.3
1. Decisions on recognition shall be made on the basis of appropriate
information on the qualifications for which recognition is sought.

2. In the first instance, the responsibility for providing adequate information
rests with the holder of the qualification, who shall provide such
information in good faith.
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3. The Parties shall instruct or encourage, as appropriate, all education
institutions belonging to their education systems to comply with any
reasonable request for information for the purpose of assessing
qualifications earned at the said institutions. In particular, the Parties shall
encourage institutions belonging to their education systems to provide,
upon request and within a reasonable timeframe, relevant information to
the holder of qualifications or to the institution or the competent
authorities of the Party in which recognition is sought.

4. As long as the information relevant to the assessment of the qualification
is appropriately provided, the responsibility to demonstrate that an
application does not fulfil the relevant requirements lies with the body
undertaking the assessment.

Article 1Il.4
Each Party shall ensure, in order to facilitate the recognition of qualifications,
that adequate and clear information on its education system is provided.

Article 1IL.5

Decisions on recognition of qualifications shall be made within a reasonable
time limit specified beforehand by the competent recognition authority and
calculated from the time all necessary information in the case has been
provided. If recognition is withheld, the reasons for the refusal to grant
recognition shall be stated, and information shall be given concerning possible
measures the holder of the qualification may take in order to obtain
recognition at a later stage. If recognition is withheld, or if no decision is
taken, the holder of the qualificationshall be entitled to make an appeal within
a reasonable time limit.
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SECTION IV. RECOGNITION OF QUALIFICATIONS GIVING ACCESS
TO HIGHER EDUCATION

Article IV.1

Each Party shall recognise,for the purpose of access to each of its higher
education programmes, the qualifications issued by the other Parties that
meet the general requirements for access to these respective higher
education programmes, unless a substantial difference can be shown between
the general requirements for access in the Party in which the qualification
was obtained and those in the Party in which recognition of the qualification
is sought.

Article IV.2

Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable the holder of a
qualification issued in one of the other Parties to obtain an assessment of
that qualification, upon request by the holder, and the provisions of Article
IV.1 shall apply mutatis mutandis to such a case.

Article IV. 3

Where admission to a particular higher education programme is dependent on
the fulfilment of specific requirements in addition to the general requirements
for access, the competent recognition authorities of the Party concerned may
impose the additional requirements on holders of higher education
qualifications obtained in the other Parties or assess whether the holder of
higher education qualifications obtained in other Parties has fulfilled
comparable requirements.

Article IV.4

Where, in a Party in which they have been obtained, school leaving
certificates give access to higher education only in combination with additional
qualifying examinations as a prerequisite for access, the other Parties may
make access conditional on these requirements or offer an alternative for
satisfying such additional requirements within their own educational systems.
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Article IV.5

Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles V.1 —IV.4, admission to a
given higher education institution, or to a given programme within such an
institution, may be restricted or selective. In such cases in which admission
to a higher education institution and/or programme is selective, admission
procedures should be designed with a view to ensuring that the accreditation
of foreign higher education qualifications is carried out according to the basic
principles of fairness and non-discrimination described in Section lIl.

Article IV.6

Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles IV.1 — IV.5 of this Section,
admission to a given higher education institution may be made conditional on
demonstration by the holder of the qualificationof sufficient competence in the
language or languages of instruction of the institution concerned, or in other
specified languages in order for the holder of the qualificationto profitably
undertake the studies in question.

Article IV.7

In the Parties in which access to higher education and qualifications may be
obtained non-traditionally, on similar qualifications obtained in other Parties
shall be assessed in a similar manner as non-traditional qualifications earned
in the Party in which recognition is sought.

Article 1V.8

For the purpose of admission to higher education programmes, each Party
may make the recognition of qualifications issued by foreign educational
institutions operating in its territory contingent upon specific requirements of
national legislation or specific agreements concluded with the Party of origin
of such institutions.

- 136 —



SECTION V. RECOGNITION OF PARTIAL STUDIES

Article V.1

Each Party shall recognise, where appropriate, partial studies completed
within the framework of a higher education programme in another Party. This
recognition shall consist in taking such partial studies into account for the
purposes of the completion of a higher education programme in the Party in
which recognition is sought, unless substantial differences can be shown
between the partial studies completed and the part and/or all of the higher
education programme in the Party in which recognition is sought.

Article V.2

Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable a holder of the
qualification who has completed partial studies within the framework of a
higher education programme in another Party to obtain an assessment of the
partial studies, upon request by the holder of the qualification concerned, and
the provisions of Article V.1 shall apply mutatis mutandis to such a case.

Article V.3
In particular, each Party shall facilitate recognition of partial studies when:
(a) there has been a previous agreement between:
i. the higher education institution or the competent recognition authority
responsible for the relevant partial studies and,
ii. the higher education institution or the competent recognition authority
responsible for the recognition that is sought; and

(b) the higher education institution in which the partial studies have been
completed has issued a certificate or transcript of academic records
attesting that the student has successfully completed the stipulated
requirements for the said partial studies.
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SECTION VI. RECOGNITION OF HIGHER EDUCATION
QUALIFICATIONS

Article V1.1

To the extent that a recognition decision is mainly based on the knowledge
and skills certified by a—higher education qualification, each Party shall
recognise the higher education qualifications conferred in another Party,
unless a substantial difference can be shown.

Article VI.2

Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable the holder of a higher
education qualification issued in another Party to obtain an assessment of
that qualification, upon request by the holder of the qualification, and the
provisions of Article VI.1 shall apply mutatis mutandis to such a case.

Article V1.3

Recognition in a Party of a higher education qualification issued in another

Party may have the following consequences:

(a) access to further higher education studies, including relevant examinations
and/or to preparations for a postgraduate course on the same conditions
as those applicable to holders of qualifications of the Party in which
recognition is sought;

(b) the use of an academic title, subject to the laws and regulations of the
Party or a jurisdiction thereof, in which recognition is sought; and

(c) access to employment opportunities, subject to the laws and regulations of
the Party or jurisdiction thereof, in which recognition is sought.

Article V1.4

An assessment in a Party of a higher education qualification issued in

another Party may take the form of advice:

(a) for general employment purposes;

(b) to an educational institution for the purpose of admission to its
programmes; and
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(c) to any other competent recognition authority.

Article V1.5

Each Party may make the recognitionof higher education qualifications issued
by foreign higher education institutions operating in its territory contingent
upon specific requirements of national legislation or specific agreements
concluded with the Party of origin of such institutions.

SECTION VIl. RECOGNITION OF QUALIFICATIONS HELD BY REFUGEES,
DISPLACED PERSONS AND PERSONS IN A REFUGEE-LIKE SITUATION

Article VI

Each Party shall makeall reasonable efforts within the framework of its
education system and in conformity with its constitutional, legal, and
regulatory requirements to develop procedures, including Recognition of Prior
Learning, designed to assess fairly and expeditiously whether refugees,
displaced persons and persons in a refugeeike situation fulfil the relevant
requirements for access to higher education programmes or for recognition of
qualifications for employment activities, even in cases in which the
qualifications obtained in one of the Parties cannot be proven through
documentary evidence.

SECTION VIil. INFORMATION ON ASSESSMENT/ACCREDITATION
AND RECOGNITION MATTERS

Article VIII.1

Each Party shall provide adequate information on any institution belonging to
its higher education system, and on its quality assurance system, with a view
to enabling the competent authorities of the other Parties to ascertain whether
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the quality of the qualifications issued by these institutions justifies recognition

in the Party in which recognition is sought. This includes:

(a) a description of its higher education system;

(b) an overview of the different types of higher education institutions
belonging to its higher education system, and of, the typical
characteristics of each type of institution;

(c) a list of recognised and/or accredited higher education institutions (public
and private) belonging to its higher education system, indicating their
powers to award different types of qualifications and the requirements for
gaining access to each type of institution and programme;

(d) an explanation of quality assurance mechanisms; and

(e) a list of educational institutions located outside its territory which the Party
considers as belonging to its education system.

Article VIII.2

Each Party shall provide relevant, accurate and up-to-date information in

order to facilitate the recognition of qualifications concerning higher education,

by:

(a) facilitating access to authoritative and accurate information on its higher
education system and qualifications;

(b) facilitating access to information on the higher education systems and
qualifications of the other Parties; and

(c) giving advice or information on recognition matters and assessment of
qualifications, in accordance with national laws and regulations.

Article VIIL.3

Each Party shall take adequate measures for the development and
maintenance of a national information centre that will provide higher education
information. The form of the national information centre could vary.

Article VIII.4
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The Parties shall promote, through their national information centres or

otherwise, the use of the:

(@) "UNESCO Diploma Supplement' and/or any comparable document
produced by their respective higher education institutions; and

(b) the UNESCO/OECD Guidelines for Quality Provision in Cross—border
Higher Education and/or any comparable document produced by the
Parties’ respective higher education institutions, subject to their respective
national laws and regulations.

SECTION IX. IMPLEMENTATION

Article 1X.1

The body to oversee, promote and faciltate the implementation of
thisConvention shall be the Committee of the Convention on the Recognition
of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the Asia—Pacific Region,
hereinafter referred to as "the Committee".

Article IX.2
1. The Committee,which is hereby established, shall be composed of one
representative of each Party.

2. States which are not Parties to this Convention may participate in the
meetings of the Committee as observers. Representatives of governmental
and non-governmental organisations active in the field of recognition in
the Region may also be invited to attend meetings of the Committee as
observers.

3. The Committee may adopt, by a majority of the Parties, recommendations,
declarations, protocols and models of good practice to guide the
competent recognition authorities of the Parties in their implementation of
this Convention and in their consideration of applications for the
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recognition of higher education qualifications. While they shall not be
bound by such texts, the Parties shall use their best endeavours to apply
them, to bring them to the attention of the competent authorities and to
encourage their application.

The Committee shall maintain its links to the UNESCO Regional
Committees for the Applications of Conventions on the Recognition of
Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education adopted under the
auspices of UNESCO.

5. A simple majority of the Parties shall constitute a quorum.

7.

The Committee shall adopt its Rules of Procedure. It shall meet in
ordinary session at least every three years. The Committee shall meet for
the first time within a year of the entry into force of this Convention and
annually for the first five years after that in order to manage its
implementation.

The Secretariat of the Committee shall be entrusted to the
Director—General of UNESCO.

Article IX.3

The Asia—Pacific Network of national information centres on academic
mobility and recognition shall be established and shall uphold and assist
the practical implementation of this Convention by the competent national
authorities.

Each Party shall appoint a member of their national information centre to
the Asia—Pacific Network of national information centres. In cases in which
more than one national information centre is established or maintained, all
these shall be members of the Network, but the national information
centres concerned shall dispose of only one vote.
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3. The Asia—Pacific Network of national information centres shall meet
annually in plenary session. It shall elect its President and Bureau.

4. The Secretariat of the Asia—Pacific Network of national information centres
shallbe entrusted to the Director—General of UNESCO.

5. The Asia—Pacific Network of national information centres shall collect
relevant information from the Parties relating to academic recognition and
mobility.

SECTION X. FINAL CLAUSES

Article X.1
1. This Convention shall be open for signature and ratification, approval
or acceptance by all UNESCO Member States

2. These States may express their consent to be bound to this Convention
by:

(a) a signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval,

(b) a signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval; or

(c) the deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession,.

3. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be
deposited with the Director-General of UNESCO.

Article X.2

This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following
the expiration of the period of one month after five States from UNESCO
Member Stateshave expressed their consent to be bound by this Convention.
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It shallenter into force for each other State on the first day of the month
following the expiration of the period of one month after the date of
expression of its consent to be bound by the Convention.

Article X.3

1. The Parties to this Convention which are not already Parties to the 1983
Convention undertake to abstain from becoming Parties to the 1983
Convention

2. Parties to this Convention that are at the same time Parties to the 1983
Convention:

(a) shall apply the provisions of this Convention in their mutual relations; and

(b) shall continue to apply the 1983 Convention in their relations with any
other Party to the 1983 Convention that is not a Party to this Convention.

Article X.4

1. Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, specify the territory or
territories to which this Convention shall apply.

2. Any Party may, at any later date, by a declaration addressed to the
depository, extend the application of this Convention to any other territory
specified in the declaration. In respect of such territory the Convention
shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration
of a period of one month after the date of receipt of such declaration by
the depository.

Article X.5
1. Any Party may, at any time, denounce this Convention by means of a
notification addressed to the depository.

2. Such denunciation shall become effective on the first day of the month
following the expiration of a period of twelve months after the date of
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receipt of the notification by the depository. However, such denunciation
shall not affect recognition decisions taken previously under the provisions
of this Convention.

3. Termination or suspension of the operation of this Convention as a

consequenceof a violation by a Party of a provision essential to the
accomplishment of the object or purpose of this Convention shall be
addressed in accordance with international law.

Article X.6

1.

Any Statemay, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare that it reserves
the right not to apply, in whole or in part, one or more of the following
Articles of this Convention: Article V.7, Article V.1, Article V.2, Article
V.3, Article V1.3, and Article VIIl.4. No other reservation may be made.

Any Party that has made a reservation under the preceding paragraph
may wholly or partly withdraw it by means of a notification addressed to
the depository. The withdrawal shall take effect on the dateof receipt of
such notification by the depository.

3. A Party that has made a reservation in respect of a provision of this

Convention may not claim the application of that provision by any other
Party; it may, however, if its reservation is partial or conditional, claim the
application of that provision in so far as it has itself accepted it.

Article X.7

1.

Amendments to this Convention may be adopted by the Committee by a
two-thirds majority of the Parties. Any draft amendment so adopted shall
be incorporated into a Protocol to this Convention. The Protocol shall
specify the modalities for its entry into force which, in any event, shall
require the expression of consent by the Parties to be bound by it.
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2. No amendment may be made to Section Il of this Convention under the
procedure of paragraph 1 above.

3. Any proposal for amendments shall be communicated to the depository,
who shall transmit it to the Parties at least three months before the
meeting of the Committee. The depository shall also inform the Executive
Board of UNESCO.

Article X.8

When any of the following has been accomplished, the depository shall notify

the Parties to this Convention, as well as the other Member States of the

UNESCO Asia—Pacific Region of:

(a) any signature made in accordance with provisions of Article X.1.2;

(b) the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession made in accordance with the provisions of Article X.1.3

(c) the date of entry into force of this Convention in accordance with the
provisions of Articles X.2;

(d) any reservation and the withdrawal thereof made in accordance with the
provisions of Article X.6

(e) any denunciation of this Convention in accordance with the provisions of
Article X.5

(f) any declaration made in accordance with the provisions of Article X.4

(g) any proposal made in accordance with the provisions of Article X.7

(h) any information made in accordance with the provisions of Article 11.2

(i) any other act, notification or communication relating to this Convention.

In witness thereof the undersigned representatives, being duly authorised,
have signed this Convention.

Done at xxx, [on date] in the English, Chinese, and Russian languages, the
three texts being equally authoritative, the original version shall be deposited
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in the archives of UNESCO. A certified copy shall be sent to all Parties

referred to in Article X.1 and to the Secretariat of the United Nations.
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Toolkit for the Recognition of Foreign Qualifications
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GCountry Report

Korea
By Intvwoo Park
{Korea University)

* Recognition of foreign qualifications

* Criteria and procedures

* Issues and challenges

* Progress in ratifying the Convention

* View on the feasibility of a Global Convention

Agenda
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* Historical background

» 1971: Registration of foreign degrees was required by law
for the first time

* 1991: Nation Research Foundation was appointed as the
nstitute for the registration

» 1994- A directory of worldwide universities was published
by the Korean Council for University Education

« 2007: Verification of foreign degrees was started by the
Korean Council for University Education, ended in Jan 1,
2011.

* Registration of Foreign degrees at KRF
* Was done by the holder of foreign degrees
* Verified on the basis of the documents submitted

= The documents were checked with the accredited institute or
relevant agency.

* The registration was usedfor the employment by universities
» Verification by KNUE
* An institute requests to verify foreign degrees to KNUE
* KNUE sends outthe request to the relevant institutes oragency

* The reply is relayed to the institute that has requested the
verification.

Recognition of foreign
qualifications
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* Current Status
* Universities or [nstitutes have a full responsibility for verification
of foreign degrees by thelaws.
* MEST haspublished a manual for venfication of foreizn degrees.

* Universities follow mostly the guidelines rather than their own
procedures for recognition of foreign qualifications.

* Mainly being focused on ventfication, less on accreditation to
value the equivalence of the foreign degrees.

* Towverify whether the institute accreditedthe degree are legitimate
or authorized by government

* Towvenfy whether the degree is actually accredited by the insfitute
qualifications

Recognition of foreign
qualifications

* A Manual on verification of foreign degrees is
* Was distributed by MEST in 2011 to help
universities
* Mainly performed by universities with an
assistance from NRF

* Focused on verification of foreign degrees for
employment and admission

* Consisted of two phases
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* No national or public information svstem for verification or
recognition of higsher education qualifications
* The scope of recognition of foreign qualifications are limited to
* Verification, not accreditation or equivalence of the qualification
* Doctoral degree, no other degrees
* Employment, not admission

» The institutes and systems regarding the recognition of foreign
qualifications are diverse disperse, but not coordinated
= Government manual
= Universities® specific regulations or guidelines
= NRF’s registration and verification system
= Information Service of Higher Education in Korea by Korea

Council for University Education

» Planning and holding an expert meeting in Seoul

* Ready to ratifv the convention officially whenever the final
version is available.

» Two studies has been launched:

* Cumrent status and problems of ratification of foreizn degree in
Elorea, and the policies to be needed to conform the Convention

* How to build national information center for higher education,
and the network

 Increasing interest in recognition and assessment of foreign
degree

» Willing to participate actively and contimiously in the
discussion of the i1ssues

Progress in ratifying the
Convention
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* Strong needs to have a Global Convention
* Countries where the degrees were accredited are not limited
to Asia, but worldwide
* Policies focusing on globalization of higher education
» "Study in Korea" Project
* Toincrease the number of foreign studentsin higher education
= 200,000 studentsin 2020(3.4% of college studentsin Korea)
* Global Korea Scholarship{GKS) program

» (rantees are provided with tuition(3~3 years, including one year
for language courses), monthly allowance, healthmsurance and
round-trip airfare.

View on the feasibility of a
Global Convention
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