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1. Background and Objectives

Background

Agricultural development is a key to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) since
three quarters of poverty population of developing countries lives in rural area and
agricultural development is more than twice as effective for poverty reduction as
developing other sectors, according to the World Bank report.

Recognizing the need for agricultural development in developing countries, the government
of Republic of Korea has been increasing a portion of the budget for assistance in agriculture
and rural sectors. For this year, the budget of Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
(MAFRA) for ODA is 12.8 billion won, which has been increased from 0.4 billion won in 2006.

In addition, MAFRA and Korea Rural Economic Institute (KREI) initiated a new program
called “Korea Agricultural Policy Experiences for Food Security (KAPEX)” this year, which is
to develop a framework for improving national food security of developing countries
through joint survey/research project, and local and invitational trainings. As part of the
program, KREI conducts policy workshops for sharing ideas and experiences, and presenting
outcomes of KAPEX program.

Also, Hankyong National University (HKNU) has been conducted ODA cooperation projects
in many countries including Uganda and Myanmar and holds seminars to share the cases of
international cooperation in agricultural sector. Particularly, HKNU shares the cases of
cooperation projects focusing on successful cases of dispatching volunteer corps to
developing countries and transfers the experiences of managing courses in university.

Therefore, it is concurred to conduct a seminar on international cooperation in the field of
agricultural development under the joint auspices of KREI and HKNU.

Objectives

o To present the outcomes of KAPEX programs and share ideas for future ODA projects for
partner countries of KAPEX

o To share the cases of international cooperation in agricultural sector and introduce
training programs of HKNU for raising experts in the field of international cooperation

o To strengthen the network among institutions in the related field and develop foundation
for sharing information and enhancing future collaborations among related institutions
and companies by establishing Public-private partnership network

2. Outline

o Title of Seminar: International Seminar on the Enhancement of Development Effectiveness
through Korean Agricultural Policy Experiences
O Organizer: Korea Rural Economic Institute, Hankyong National University,
Yeungnam University
o Sponsor: Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
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